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If you are feeling the winter blues these days, just think back 
to our January speaker.  Lynn Leach is a horticultural therapist 
at the Stedman Community Hospice.  She has such a positive, 
bubbly personality with an infectious laugh.  She began work 
on the gardens six years ago and says they are finally starting 
to look like her vision.  We were reminded how perseverance, 
commitment and hard-work can be rewarded with beauty.  
Her before and after pictures of the Stedman gardens had us 
longing to put on our garden gloves and get digging! 
The results of the December Doodle Poll were as follows:  69% 
of members responded with 65% of these voting "yes" to an 
earlier start time for General Meetings.  We will institute this 
change in September, as speakers have already been booked 
for the rest of this year. 
Fundraising for the Scholarship fund has been in full swing 
recently.  CFUW Brantford hosted a very successful book 
launch for Marsha's new book "Don't Tell the Enemy", and 
even more books were sold at the General Meeting.  As a 
result of Marsha's generosity, well over $400 was raised for 
the scholarship fund. 
Trivia Night will have taken place by the time you read this 
newsletter.  I'm sure it will have been another successful and 
fun night.  Thank you to both the Book Launch Committee and 
the Trivia Night Committee for all your hard work on these 
events. 
If you have not paid your voluntary GWI dues yet, and wish to 
do so, you may bring them to the February General Meeting 
(post-dated to April 30th, made out to CFUW Brantford) or 
mail them to P.O. Box 26028, Brantford, ON, N3R 7X4. 
The good news this month is that we have a Resolutions 
Committee formed under the leadership of Diane.  There were 
a number of volunteers at the January General Meeting.  This 
group will look at the CFUW Resolutions  and develop 
recommendations for the Executive and General Membership 
as to whether we should support them, suggest amendments 
to them, or decline them.  The committee will present their 
recommendations at the March General Meeting. 
 

The not so good news this month is that there were no 
volunteers at all for the Nominations Committee.  Not a single 
one. For me, it is often easier to do something myself than to 
try and persuade someone else to do it.  I am not a 
comfortable salesperson, nor a particularly adept one.  
However, our by-laws and constitution state that we need a 
minimum of 3 members, of which at least 1 must be a non-
executive member, and that the current president may not be 
on the committee.  Therefore, this time, I cannot just get the 
job done myself. 
I was forewarned that it is hard to find people to serve on this 
committee, but I went into the meeting optimistic.  After all, 
the time commitment is light.  The duties include presenting 
the proposed slate of candidates at the March General 
Meeting and conducting the vote at the Annual General 
Meeting.  It is not a requirement that this committee actually 
find the people to fulfill the various executive roles.  We would 
all work together to get this done. 
I left the meeting somewhat discouraged and disillusioned.  I 
decided to take a week off from my CFUW duties and think a 
little about this situation.  My week was up this morning.  So, I 
gave myself a good pep talk, and got back to work.  I edited 
some documents, updated some dropbox documents, wrote a 
few emails, and started writing this article. 
Here are my thoughts.  If you want to enjoy a healthy, active 
club, sometimes you need to step up and contribute.  This is 
one of those times.  If you are willing to help out your club in 
this capacity, please email me at cfuwbrantford@yahoo.com. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Penelope Jeffery, on behalf of the 
leadership team:  Tish James and Patti Kunashko 
 

Happy Valentines 
       Day! 
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Important Dates: 

International Women's Day 
March 8, 2018 

 
 
 
 
Earth Day-April 22, 2018 
 
 

 

CFUW Code of Ethical Behaviour: 
This new Code will apply at all levels, individual club, 
regional, provincial, and national.  This new code does not 
replace The Respectful Treatment Policy, as the two 
documents address different goals.  The Respectful 
Treatment Policy governs direct interpersonal interactions 
whereas the Code core values, as well as such issues as 
human rights & integrity.  Should you wish to learn more 
about these documents they can be found on the CFUW 

News from National 

On the evening of Feb. 7, 2018, 24 teams arrived to compete in 
our 11th annual Trivia Night at the Dunsdon Legion.  We were 
thrilled with the response and were very glad that the snowy 
weather didn't keep people home!  This year we had a team of 
four running the event and the jobs were spread out nicely 
among us. As usual, there were 10 rounds of 10 questions - 
some difficult, some easy - but everyone made it through 
unscathed!  At the end of the evening, we awarded first place to 
the team made up of Betsy C., Alec F., Tish J. and Nick V. 
Congratulations!   
Throughout the evening 42 Door Prizes were given out and just 
before the end of the evening we selected the winners of the 15 
Draw Prizes.  At intermission, we did our customary Heads or 
Tails competition and the winner received a $50 gift certificate 
to The Keg compliments of Ted McCleister of McCleister Funeral 
Home. The Draw Prizes brought in $209 and the Heads or Tails 
made $186.10.  To make the evening more interesting, Barb P., 
Lynne M., and Jenny D. ran a used Book Sale with lots of 
fantastic titles. The sale brought in an additional $167! 
We would like to thank local businesses and CFUW members for 
monetary donations and donations of prizes and books.  We 
would also like to thank those who participated and those who 
volunteered to help - Rhynda B., Lynne D., Marg E., Angela H., 
Lorraine L., Roma M., Joyce M., Mieke S., and Gloria S. 
We would especially like to thank Domino's Pizza for their 
continued support of Trivia Night through their generous 
donation of the pizza which was enjoyed by all at the end of the 
competition.  We would also like to thank the Dunsdon Legion 
for giving us a not-for-profit rate on the rental of the hall. 
And now what you've been waiting for...the profit for Trivia 
Night, according to our calculations, is over $2,300! A good time 
was had by all!!   
 
Thank you! The organizing team: Lynn H., Dian K., Brenda M., 
and Colette W. 

 

Lynn H., Brenda M. Diane K. & Colette W. 

 

The winning team of Betsy, Alec, Nick and Tish 

decided to donate their winnings of $120 to the 

scholarship fund!  

Donating to CFUW Brantford’s Scholarship Fund 
Have you considered making a tribute, memorial, or legacy 
gift to CFUW Brantford’s Scholarship Fund? These gifts al-
low you to honour a friend or family member in a unique 
and meaningful way. This can be can be arranged.  Each 
donation is eligible for a tax receipt.   
done by making a donation to celebrate a milestone occa-
sion such as a birthday or retirement. Or, you could consid-
er making a bequest in your will, or naming CFUW 
Brantford Scholarship Fund as a preferred charity in your 
obituary. Through these donations, you would be sup-
porting female students entering communicating your trib-
ute to the individual you are honouring post-secondary 
education, and recognizing the important role our scholar-
ship and advocacy efforts play in the lives of young women 
living in Brantford and Brant County. Your donation will be 
recognized with a thank you card, and a separate card.  
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INTEREST GROUPS 

On Monday, February 19th, the Monday 
Night Book Club will meet at the home of 
Lynda S., and will discuss WE SHOULD ALL BE 
FEMINISTS written by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie. The discussion leader will be Lynne 
M. 
 

January Afternoon Bridge will meet on Monday February 
19th playing at Brenda M. 
 
Dining Out Group will meet on Tuesday, February 20th at 
Devin’s in Mount Pleasant. 
 
Exploring the art of Cooking will meet on February 21st and 
will be hosted by Dian K and Sandra H.  
 
The World Awareness interest group will meet on 

Wednesday February 21st at the Tourism Centre, from 9:30 

until 11:00. This will be an open discussion morning, so 
come prepared to voice your concerns and opinions on 
some of the hottest current topics.  There should be no lack 
of possibilities! 
In preparation for the March, April and May discussions, 

keep watching for and reading books and articles about The 

Education of Girls and Women, The Rise of Populism, and 

The Impacts of Artificial Intelligence. 

Monday Book Club:  Love Anthony by Lisa Genova, also the 

author of Still Alice,  is a brief look into the lives of two women 

both struggling in dealing with life’s events.  Olivia, the mother of 

a severely Autistic child, Anthony, yearns to hear his voice and 

know his presence after his untimely death. She finds peace by 

taking photographs of families on holiday.  Observing their 

challenges allows her to face her future 

challenges. Beth, the mother of three daughters 

is struggling with a failing relationship with her 

husband and finds her peace in writing.  The two 

women connect when Olivia reads the words 

that were, perhaps, spiritually gifted to her from 

Anthony.  Overall, the book leaves the reader, as 

one critic commented, thinking with your mind 

but feeling with your heart.  A good book, a good read for anyone 

and recommended by the group. 

In January, the Dining-out Group enjoyed lunch at Serenity, a 
quaint little candle and gift shop and cafe, located near Morrell 
and Grand River in Brantford.  There were ten of us who 
appreciated the homey atmosphere, nourishing food, and casual 
atmosphere.   
Exploring the Art of Cooking Barb S hosted an Olympic Theme 
evening to include dishes from Korea, China, Greece, Italy, 
Scandinavia, Sweden and Canada.  Lin F. hosted a Crock Pot 
Dinner from appetizer to dessert.  
 

 
Thursday Night Book Club Review:  
The Spice Box Letters by Eve Makis was enjoyed by both groups 
who thought it was an interesting way to read about a historical 
event without being a dry, factual book. 
After inheriting a box full of sealed letters and a 
journal written in Armenian, a grand-daughter 
goes searching for answers as to what happened 
to her past relatives during the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915. It was an easy read with both 
tragic and joyful moments. One group brought 
treasures that they had inherited and shared 
their sentimental value. 

 

The Winner of the January Afternoon 
Bridge at Dian K's was Barb S.! 
Monday Evening Bridge Group: At the 
first February evening meeting, it was sug-
gested that we begin  at 7:00 instead 
of 7:30 which means we can dismiss early 

for those who like to be home earlier.  No one present had 
strong objections to the change. Therefore beginning in 
March we will convene at 7:00pm.   
 
 
The Walking Group enjoys the 
sun and nature at Glenhyrst 
Gardens in January, in spite of  
–14 C temperatures. When the 
weather gets too much for 
these hardy souls, the track at 
the Gretzky Centre proves a 
good alternative for the exer-
cise. 
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2017-2018 EXECUTIVE  
LEADERSHIP TEAM:  Tish James, 

Penelope Jeffery, Patti Kunashko 

SECRETARY:  Dian Kuzyk 

TREASURER:  Nora Leung 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

•Advocacy: Elizabeth Capitano 

•Communications: Marg Eisner 

•Interest Groups: Jane Binkley 

•Membership: Rhynda Bulson 

•Programme: Committee 

•Scholarship: Lynne Duncombe, Marla 

Merritt, Colette Wilson 

•Social: Bev Golden 

 Dynamic Women Can Make a Difference  

Thank-you to Joan 
P., Barb S., Georgia 
G., Janet R., Brenda 
M., for providing 
our treats and to 
Bev Golden for 
leading the team. 

Meeting Starts at 7:30 p.m. 
Topic: Canadian Nurses for Africa 
Speaker: Gail Wolters, Founder & President of 
CNFA 
 
Each spring a group of nurses and a few doctors head 
to Africa where they set up clinics in various 
locations. People come from miles around to have 
their health issues addressed. 

Book Launch Update from Marsha S. 
Our January 16th Book Launch of Don't Tell the Enemy, written by 

CFUW member Marsha Skrypuch was a grand success, $444 raised for 

our Scholarship Fund. 

 

Many thanks to Braemar House School 

for donating the venue and to the 

organizing committee: Nora L., Joan H., 

Dian K., Tish J., Naomi K., Nora O., Patti 

K., Jenny D., Barbara P., Lynne D.,  

Cathy S. and Marsha Skrypuch.  

General Meeting 

February  

Doors open at 7:00 

  

Community Announcements 

February 24, 2018-The Coldest Night of the Year. The 
Brantford Event is hosted by the Whynot Youth Centres and the 
Brantford Welcome in Resource Centres. There are 2.5 and 10 
km walks and either a $25.00 registration fee or you can raise 
$150.00. Should you wish to learn more please check out the 
website. 
Grand River Grannies: Progressive Euchre Night Series Thurs-
days, March 1, 15, and 29th at Tansley’s Coffee Emporium, 41 
Main St. South, St. George. Call 519-209-2692 for tickets. 
Set up a table of two or four and let your friends know of these 
fun evenings to help the Grand River Grannies raise funds for 
the Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign of the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation.  
Save the date! A fundraiser for The Grand River Grannies! 
Sunday March 25, 2018 from 12-5 pm at Glenhyrst Art Gallery 
of Brant.  What's It Worth? An afternoon of appraisals (art, jew-
elry, china) by  
certified professionals. First piece: $10, 2nd / 3rd $5 each. 
Note:  appraisals are not intended for insurance purposes - 
come for fun! 
Brantford Memorial Concert Band: Sunday Serenade on Febru-
ary 18th at 3:00 pm at the Brantford Convention Centre, 100 
Market St. S. For more information: www.bsim.ca 

 
Wynn H. has been in hospital for 
several weeks, and it looks like she 
may be moving out of her apartment 
in Harmony Square when a senior’s 

residence becomes available.  We miss you and hope that 
you will be able to join us in the near future.   

http://www.bsim.ca

